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A professor of religion explores Theosophical ideas in modern times. Major concepts discussed
include reincarnation, karma, evolution, the Oneness of all life, the cyclic nature of creation, and
the mystery of consciousness.



Theosophy: An introduction to the supersensible knowledge of the world and the destination of
man The Secret Doctrine The Opening of the Seventh Seal: Sanat Kumara on the Path of the
Ruby Ray Masters of Wisdom: The Mahatmas, Their Letters, and the Path Isis Unveiled: Both
Volumes - A Master-Key to the Mysteries of Ancient and Modern Science and Theology
(Illustrated)



Judith Jeffrey, “A modern version of Theo-Sophia or Divine Wisdom. Don't be fooled by either
fundamentalist dogma or the cynicism of athiests, there is another way of understanding the
purpose life on earth, without resorting to these two extremes. In the nutshell, it is that material
and spiritual evolution are two parts of one multi-dimensional Unified Field. Unfortunately, we
are now more technologically advanced than spiritually wise. Hence the best part of this book is
the incredibly insightful chapter entitled "A Theosophical Interpretation of Evil". Since we are
mostly spiritual children with nuclear missiles, this is a great book to shed light on how to narrow
this gap in consciousness. For example, if the welfare of the whole human family is not
paramount within your heart, then no amount of intellectual genius or religious learning will help
you to truly grow.”

Elizabeth B, “Historical Perspective on Theosophy. This very readable book was very helpful in
deepening my understanding of the underlying tenets of Theosophy.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Five Stars. Excellent book I recommend it!”

Nova137, “A perfect Primer for the Earnest Seeker into the Ageless Wisdom through Theosophy.
Theosophy-A modern expression of the wisdom of the agesBy Robert EllwoodA Quest bookThe
Theosophical Publishing House, 1986.This book is 226 pages. Its Contents include 7 main
Chapters, an important short "Note on sources" and a short Forward by the author. There is an
instructive 15 page Introduction and an Index as well.In the Introduction the first sentence is a
question: "What is your life really about?" Being, as I AM, among many things in this world, a
Theosophist, We answer the question much differently from the average Pilgrim. All answers are
representative of the State of Consciousness within the One Life. My answer: My life is really
about the "fullness". As a Theosophist, I answer this question by saying that My life is really
about my relationship to the One Life. Theosophy is but one of a myriad of interpretations of this
One Fact.Here is the author in the Forward:"This book offers the treasures of that tradition of
wisdom known as theosophy, as given in the writings of Helena P. Blavatsky and others, to the
spiritual seekers of today's generation. It does not pretend to unveil all of those treasures, but it
is hoped that enough is shown to encourage the reader to mine further the veins wherein they
are to be found. Theosophy is, in the current phrase, `open-ended'; for every satisfaction it gives
to spiritual or intellectual need, new vistas of wonder and new areas for inquiry open up behind
that perception. A basic theosophical teaching is that we are perennially on pilgrimage; this is as
true in the realms of intellectual quest and spiritual adventure as any other. For the true
theosophist, it is in these realms that we are most truly human and at home. As the Upanishads
of ancient India tell us, `Only in the Infinite is there joy.' If this book can convey something of the
wonder of such a vision of human reality, it will have achieved its greatest objective."Chapter 1
covers some of Theosophy's foundations. It mentions, right away, the 3 propositions found in



H.P. Blavatsky's "The Secret Doctrine":"1. An Omnipresent, Eternal, Boundless and Immutable
PRINCIPLE, on which all speculation is impossible, since it transcends the power of human
conception and could only be dwarfed by any human expression or similitude. It is beyond the
range and reach of thought-in the words of the Mandukya [Upanishad), `unthinkable and
unspeakable.'"2. The Eternity of the Universe in toto is a boundless plane, periodically `the
playground of numberless Universes incessantly manifesting and disappearing,' called `the
manifesting stars" and the "sparks of Eternity." "The Eternity of the Pilgrim" is like a wink of the
Eye of Self Existence ... ` `The appearance and disappearance of Worlds is like a regular tidal
ebb of flux and reflux.""3. The fundamental identity of all Souls with the Universal Oversoul, the
latter being itself an aspect of the Unknown Root; and the obligatory pilgrimage for every Soul-a
spark of the former-through the Cycle of Incarnation (or `Necessity') in accordance with cyclic
and karmic law, during the whole term. (Summarized from 1:79-8211:14-17.)"It immediately then
mentions the 5 ideas central to the Theosophical point of view:"A. One infinite and
incomprehensible Reality underlies and unites all that is or can ever be. It expresses itself
through consciousness and matter, so that all phenomena represent the complex interaction of
these two."B. Universes, solar systems, and worlds develop through immense cycles in
accordance with the dynamics of this interaction."C. The individual human being, sometimes
called "The Pilgrim," moves through these universes and worlds lifetime after lifetime in
response to karma and the necessity of experiencing many kinds of being, before returning to
the Source, the One."D. There is a reservoir of wisdom in our world, known to those well
advanced on the path but accessible to all earnest seekers, that can help us to understand and
grow in these truths."E. Growth is not only a matter of intellectual learning but involves also
initiation or inward transformation and living in accordance with the spirit of openness and the
oneness of all being that the truth implies."Next, it gives us the 3 "consensus" teachings or
objectives of the Society:"1. To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without
distinction of race, creed, sex, caste, or color."2. To encourage the study of Comparative
Religion, Philosophy, and Science."3. To investigate unexplained laws of Nature and andthe
powers latent in man."Something Theosophy does better than many other philosophical groups
is handling the relationship between man and the universe. Theosophy handles the "kingdoms
of God" in a Hierarchy of Consciousness, from the electron on up to the Universe itself.
Speaking of which, our Universe (one of an infinity of universes) is said in this work, much to my
surprise and delight, to be a "hologram" based upon "the holographic model of the universe
proposed by Karl Pribram." The author goes on to say the following on page 24-25:"Eternal
Duration, we are told, is not time as we think of it, but a process in which everreal idea-forms
pass through a `mathematical line' known as the present, into the `region of memories that we
name the Past.' Only a kind of blurring in the mind gives us the sensation of temporal duration.
(1:110/1:37)"It may be pointed out that this picture of the universe and mind converges
remarkably with the holographic model of the universe proposed by Karl Pribram of Stanford in
the 1970s. A holograph is a three-dimensional representation or picture made by reflecting light



off a photographic plate which has been imprinted with the holograph, or code, by a laser beam
together with light bounced off the object to the pictured. A key characteristic of a hologram is
that all parts of it contain the whole; if broken, the entire picture can be reproduced in less detail
from any fragment."Pribram concluded that the brain operates by a sort of holographic process;
it constructs reality by creating holographic images within itself from frequencies (ideal forms?)
that have no time or space reality of their own. The primary order of the universe, then, is not
actual space, time, or substance, but nondimensional waves prior to these, which the mind
interprets holographically as material reality."Ultimately, then, the universe would not be made
up of entities localized in space and time, this star here and that one there, an event now and
another a million years in past or future. As in Blavatsky's Eternal Duration, all possibilities are
present all the time, latent in every part of the universe as in a holo-graphic code, ready to be
reproduced from any fragment of it-including the fragment which is a human brain."The universe
and its history, and our own lifestories, then, are simply images we are creating and stories we
are telling ourselves from out of the holographic frequencies in our minds, in accordance with
our particular principle of selectivity from the infinite array of images available. For the mind, in
Henri Bergson's term, works as a reducing valve, ordinarily able to channel only a tiny bit of the
endless sensory and other sensations available."From the theosophical point of view, the
particular world each of us creates from out of the unimaginable range of holographic codes
available is based on affinity, or (in the theosophical term we shall soon discuss more fully)
karma."As for the Hierarchy of Nature in Theosophy, we begin with the subatomic kingdom, the
mineral kingdom, the vegetable kingdom, the animal kingdom and then the human kingdom.
Modern science recognizes kingdoms 3-5 as part of "living organisms". It is at this point that
Theosophy continues to teach us of the hierarchy above us where modern science stays mute
on these points letting religion do the talking about "things above the matter planes".Theosophy
sees "life" down to the electron. It also posits life-forms at the planetary level, the solar level and
on up to the universal level itself. For example, each sun is an esoteric "Being" with physical
attributes as we see in our physical sun. Each Solar Being lives "behind" its physical form. In
fact, Theosophy teaches that the Being behind our physical sun was once a in a state
"comparable to ours;" this Being evolved through higher and higher stages of Consciousness in
the One Life to become "solar".Here is the author, page 138, in his own words:"First there is the
Solar Logos, ruler of our solar system whose outward expression is the physical orb of the sun.
This Being is far greater than the Masters associated with Earth and the history of the
Theosophical Society; he is more like a divine entity who is the spiritual impulse behind our star
and its far-flung family of planets. Yet his position is one to which he evolved over unimaginable
aeons from a condition comparable to ours."A Theosophical book would not be complete
without mentioning the hierarchy of "Masters" and the "Seven Rays". There are 7 main Masters
each manifesting the Primary attribute of a Ray. These are the Rays and Masters recognized in
the second generation of Theosophy:"1. The First Ray is the Ray of leadership and pertains to
strength, and so controls wise government and social organization.... Finally, the Master Morya



works on this Ray."2. The Second Ray is devoted to wisdom and teaching. As the First governs
the social organization of the world, so the Second is especially attuned to its inner religious and
spiritual development, expressing the second corner of the divine Trinity, wisdom and intellect,
as the First Ray expresses being or will. The Second Ray is manifested on a high level by the
Buddha and below him by the World Teacher and future Buddha, the exalted being known as
the Christ. Just as each Root Race is founded by a Manu, so each culminates spiritually in the
appearance of a Buddha and at the same time bears in its bosom a bodhisattva or coming
Buddha, who will be the Buddha of the next race. On a lower level the Master Kuthumi works on
this Ray."3. Of this set, the Third Ray is under the Master called the Venetian. Its keynotes are
adaptability, and a subtle sense of timing and of interrelationships. Astrology rightly understood-
as the science of the interconnectedness of all things in the universe, the movement of the stars
in their courses and in the affairs of men-is under this Ray, as is theright understanding of history
and its great cycles."4. The Fourth Ray is under the Master Serapis, a Coptic or Egyptian Greek.
It is concerned with beauty and harmony, which express themselves in art; many artists are
pursuing spiritual development through their work along the path of which it is the guiding
light."5. The Fifth Ray, guided by the Master Hilarion, a Neo-Platonist, is concerned with
accuracy of observation and so with science; it is the path of those whom science leads to
ultimate truth."6. The Sixth Ray is guided by the Master Jesus. In theosophical accounts a
distinction is made between Jesus and the Christ, the initiate Jesus having been overshadowed
in his last years by a greater being, the Christ who is World Teacher on the Second Ray.The
Sixth Ray rules the devotional path, the path of saints, mystics, and devotees of all faiths. We
have already looked at Jesus' sublime exemplification of the spiritual way."7. The Seventh Ray is
headed by the Comte de St Germain, a celebrated and mysterious eighteenth-century French
occultist. He is also known as the Master Rakoczy, who is the aforementioned Hungarian adept,
and is said to have appeared as a number of famous earlier savants, including Francis and
Roger Bacon. This Ray governs the role of ceremony in human life. All ritual, whether Confucian
in the East, Vedic in India, or ecclesiastical or magical in the West, reminds us that such stylized
behavior can transform the participant, enabling him or her to lose the ego-self and become
something greater, an ideal whose role is being acted out as by a performer in a great dance. In
the experience of many, ritual can also of itself release extraordinary energies. All this is under
the Seventh Ray, and to augment its force for good some theosophists have engaged in benign
ritual activity, such as that of Co-Masonry or the Liberal Catholic Church."Some final comments:
This book is full of little known gems I wasn't aware of. I've been at this search for my whole life
and have a background exposed to many esoteric schools of thought, including Theosophy. I've
heard that some considered the Old Testament god as Satan, but didn't know Theosophy
supports this teaching. On page 160, the author points out that "the Secret Doctrine devotes
much attention to a complex argument that Jehovah and Satan are one and the same." The
author handles the problem of Evil very well. I agree with much of his theosophical points
regarding how to interpret "evil". His final chapter, "Theosophical Living" is a great testament to



the author and to theosophy as a way of life.Finally, to close, on page 56-57 we find,"Theosophy
can supplement science though, when it postulates Consciousness as present right from the
beginning along with matter." On page 57 he concludes, "amid such speculation, we must never
forget that all we really need to know is the next step on our own path."I hope I have peaked your
interest enough to make a purchase today.”

Arthur Minassian, “From a true scholar.... I had Dr. Ellwood as a professor last quarter. He is a
true scholar, and one who knows how to focus on ultimate questions. I find this work very well
written, clear, easy to read, and scholarly. Dr. Ellwood gets into subtleties that I have not found
elsewhere. His profundity in reflection, coupled with a clear and precise exposition is refreshing.
I would recommend this book without reservation to anyone interested either in Theosophy, or in
issues addressed generally in meatphysics.Arthur Minassian, ESQ.”

Ray man, “Theosophy, a modern expression. I liked this book. It was easy to read and
understand. I think it is a really good introductory book on the path known as Theosophy. The
author lays out the concepts in a concise and precise manner. Good knowledge for beginners
on the path.”

A Reader, “A must-have read for Theosophists!. At first glance, Theosophy may appear to
outsiders as a little-heard-of and obscure movement and teachings which harks back all to often
to its 19th Century origins (The Theosophical Society was founded by HS Olcott and Madame
Blavatsky in 1875). But no readers, the motto of Theosophy is 'there is no religion higher than
Truth' and that Truth embraces all men and women of good will, whatever background or
nationality. The Theosophical Society laid much of the groundwork for the emergence of the
New Age movement in the second half of the Twentieth Century and played a major role in the
early Indian independence movement (Annie Besant, a former TS President, was an
enthusiastic advocate). It still has a small but not insignificant following worldwide including in
the USA, UK and India.This book is a great introduction to the student of Theosophy and is
warmly recommended by the author (himself a Theosophist) as a great starting point on your
spiritual journey. Read, reflect and ponder dear reader, your place in the Universe...”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 15 people have provided feedback.
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